62 Chronicles of Jerahmeel 59.1-4
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59.1

39.7=

39.8=

40, 1=

MT has RXY W8 RX¥3YY7 while LXX, LAB and Vulgate omit RY¥Y "@N.

2There is space for about 25 letters. LAB here has Et nunc
quis dabit [cor meum in statera et animam in pondere, et stabo] et

videbo.e..
3The MS has incorrectly “Y3SNR2aTi.


pourquoi défaillir au sujet de ma mort ?
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Parallels to LAB 39.6-40.2 63

39.6

39.7

39.8

And after Jair Jephthah the Gileadite, who saved Israel from
the hand of the sons of Ammon, arose.

And Jephthah and all Israel prayed before the Lord in Mizpah
saying: "Lord, we pray, save us, we beg; and do not give
your inheritance over to the slaughter and your vineyard to
those who would scatter it. And tend, we pray, the vine
which you planted and led out from Egypt.

And Jephthah sent messengers to Gete’al king of the sons of
Ammon saying: "What is there between me and you that you

have come to me (Jdgs 11.12), etc.?"

[LAB 39.8-9 presents an exchange of messages between Jephthah and
Gete’al.]

39.10

And the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he went
out to fight the sons of Ammon. And Jephthah vowed a vow to
the Lord and satid: "If indeed you give the sons of Ammon
into my hand, then whoever goes outt from the doors of my
house to meet me when I return in peace from the sons of
Ammon will be the Lord's, and I will offer it as a holocaust”
(Jdgs 11.30-31).

[LAB 39.11 tells of God's anger at Jephthah's foolish vow.]

40.1

40.2

And Jephthah smote the sons of Ammon, and they were humbled
before Israel. And Jephthah returned to Mizpah, and behold
all the virgins and women went out to meet him with timbrels
and with dances. And his daughter went out first to meet him.
And she was his only child; and beside her he had neither son
nor daughter.

And when he saw her, he rent his garments and satid: "Alas my
daughter, you have brought me very low, and you have been a
source of great trouble to me (Jdgs 11.34-35). And who will
put [ + 25 ]2 and I will see which will go down.

For you have made me faint3 at the feast celebrating my vic-
tories in battle. And I have opened my mouth to the Lord,
and I eannot take it back."

And %®’8lah his daughter said to him: "Why do you faint over
my death after the Lord has exacted for you revenge from your
enemies (Jdgs 11.36)? But remember, I pray, our fathers that
the father offered the son as a holocaust (see Gen 22), and
both the sacrificer and the sacrificed were received with

favor.
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4MT has ?V.

5325 in Aramaic means "snow"; Targum Onkelos on Deut 3.9 calls
Mt. Hermon the "mountain of snow." [L[4B has Stelaec.

6The MS has “uB®3.
7MT has NN,

8All LAB MSS except K and P (usually the best!) have et abiens
decidet in sinum matrum suarum.

9We have emended MS 0NY3 to bDnn, but LAB does have expugnet (ut
pater non expugnet filiam quam devovit sacrificare....).

In translation I follow P. M. Bogaert's emendation of LAB
sedens in genua mea to sedens in genicio meo where genicio comes
from gynaecium (= "woman's quarters").


avant que je ne meure
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sa mort est précieuse à mes yeux
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Parallels to LAB 40.3-6 65

40.3

40.4

40.5

40.6

Therefore, do to me, my father, according to the word that
went forth from your mouth. But one requeét I ask you before
I die. Let me alone two months, and let me pray to the one
to whom I will return my soul. And let me go and wander
about4the mountains and lodge in the hills and make my way in
the cliffs and bewail my virginity, I and my companions (Jdgs
11.36-37). And I will pour out my tears upon them and will
cool the grief of my youth. And the trees of the field will
bewail me, and the beasts of the field will lament me. For I
did not faint over my death and it did not make me faint to
return my soul when my father opened his mouth and vowed to
sacrifice me to the Lord. PRut I am afraid that the offering
of my soul will not be accepted as pleasing and my death will
be for nought."

And her father did this for her. And she and her companions
went. And she told the wise men of her people, but no one
answered a word to her. And she went up to mountains of
Telag,5
hold, I pray, I have shut the mouth of the wise men of my

and the Lord remembered her by night and said: "Be-

own people who did not answer a word to the daughter of
Jephthah. Now <her>6 soul will be given over according to
her request, and her death7 is precious in my eyes (Ps 116.15)
for she has supreme wisdom."

And 8©°8lah the daughter of Jephthah came and lay flat on the
bosom of her mother.8

And she went and wept in the mountains of T®lag, and she
lamented and said: "Hear, mountains, the lament over my
coupling; and give heed, hills, to the tears of my eyes; and,
you rocks of the cliffs, bear witness to the weeping of my
soul. Alas, my soul has been handed over to death, but not
for naught. My words will be atoned for in the heavens, and
my tears inscribed on the firmament, for the father who vowed
to sacrifice his daughter did not < have mercy on)9 her and
also did not heed his captains but intended to sacrifice

his only daughter.

But I have not looked out from my bridal canopy, and my wed-
ding crown is not completed. And I have not put on the beau-
tiful adornments of a bride sitting in her woman's quar-
ters,lo and I have not been perfumed with myrrh and sweet-

smelling aloes,
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The MS has Y3 Y@Y291.

Y oy! may be merely a falsestart; LAB has tinea only.
DYWTIN is supralinear but certain from the biblical text. -
We have added waw; LAB has pro pueris et pro puelltis.
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Parallels to LAB 40.6-8; 44.5-6

40.7

40.8

67

and have not been anointed with the oil of anointing which is
prepared for me. Alas, my mother, in vain have you given
birth to me. Behold your only daughter - her bridal canopy
is in Sheol. But in vain have you toiled for me with the oil
11 the
will devour them. And the sprouts of my crown with

you anointed me! The white garments which clothed me,
moth12
which you exalted me will wear out and dry up, and my garments
embroidered in blue and purple the worm will destroy. And

now my companions will bemoan all the days of my lamenting.
And trees will stretch out their boughs and their limbs, and
all will weep over my virginity. And the beasts of the forest
will come and trample on my virginity, for my years are cut
off and the days of my life will move forward in darkness.

And at the end of two monthsl3 she returned to her father and
he fulfilled with her his vow which he vowed. And the vir-
gins of Israel came and buried her and lamented her. A4nd it
became a custom in Israel that year by year the daughters of
Israel came to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite
four days in the year (Jdgs 11.39-40).

[LAB 40.9-44.4 tells of Jephthah's death (40.9), the judgeships of
Addo and Elon (41), the promise of Samson (42), the birth of Samson
(43), and the rise of Micah (44.1-4)]

44.5

44.6

And Micah did everything which his mother commanded him. And
he made for himself three images of man and three images of
calves and the likeness of an eagle and a lion and a serpent.
And everyone seeking to ask for sons would seek them from the
images of man; and one seeking for wealth would seek it from
the eagle; and one seeking for strength, from the lion; and
one seeking for sons (and)14 daughters, ffom the calves; and
one seeking for a long life, from the serpent; and one seek-
ing something of everything would seek it from the dove.

And all the house of Israel went astray after them and for-
sook the Lord and served them. And the Lord handed them over
to the peoples of the land; and they repented, and the Lord
visited them at intervals.

[LAB 44.6-46.1 continues the Lord's speech with its emphasis on the

Decalogue (44.6-10), the murder of the concubine (45) and the search

for a course of action (46.1).]
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15According to LAB and Jdgs 20.12-13 this should be Benjamin
(as it is as (CJ's story unfolds).

lGn?x must be supplied; LAB has quadragintaquinque milia virorum
but MT and (J agree.

l7The MS has 7°D31.

18Again CJ agrees with MT; LAB has quadraginta sex milia viro-
rum.

19The MS has IR3p SDR3pn, but YNRIPT seems to be a false start
or perhaps we should read “nR3pa "with jealousy for me."

20The MS has Y71Y2; LAB has Tradam vobis i1llos.





